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Geneva, September 13th, 2017. From September 18 to October 6, 2017, the 62nd session of the Committee on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights organized by the Economic and Social 

Council of the United Nations in the city of Geneva.

The Committee, formed of independent experts in human rights, will examine the progress and problems regarding economic and social rights in Colombia during the session on 

Tuesday 19th and Wednesday 20th, September.

As an NGO that since 2013has developed different research on the situation of human rights in Colombia, Association Miraisme® International has presented two reports that address the social 

and economic barriers to the integration of returned migrant women in Colombia and the situation of women and girls in the implementation of the peace agreement. and economic barriers to the integration of returned migrant women in Colombia and the situation of women and girls in the implementation of the peace agreement. 

The following are highlighted among the most important points of the contributions elaborated by the organization:

• * Promote regulatory actions to ensure the protection of women and girls residing in areas of incidence of groups outside the law.

• * Improve the databases that might allow the development of ethnic, racial, and women indicators that support the creation of psychosocial, mental health, primary and specialized care programs, 

among others.

•• * Promote the creation of microenterprises that allow access to productive credits, especially for returned women.

• * Promote legislative measures for the incorporation of returned women into a system of psychological care programs, entrepreneurship and incorporation into the labour system, as well as the 

creation of care programs for their families.

• * Efficiently implement the legislation to eradicate inequality and discrimination against women.

The AMI delegation participating in the event will provide different approaches to the mentioned points, highlighting the role of women in society and the importance of providing the necessary tools 

and mechanisms so that their social contribution becomes more eand mechanisms so that their social contribution becomes more effective and visible.
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Geneva, May 2017.

Given the current migratory crisis and the need to converge approaches from different sectors of the population, the international leaders agreed in 2016 to elaborate a Global Agreement for a 

Safe, Regular and Ordered Migration according to the resolution of the United Nations General Assembly where they included the phases for the development of the Agreement.

Thus, this May 8 and 9 began the first thematic consultation sessions where different international organizations, states and third sector organizations meet to make contributions to take into 

account in the construction of the agreement.

The sessions will continue until November and it is expected that in September 2018 it will be approved before the high-level debate of the GeneralThe sessions will continue until November and it is expected that in September 2018 it will be approved before the high-level debate of the General Assembly.

The Association Miraisme International has been present at these first thematic sessions in May, addressing in its intervention the protection and promotion of the rights of migrants in the host 

countries. The president of the organization, Mr. Enrique Montes Pérez, affirmed in his participation in the dialogue between co-facilitators and stakeholders that: "There is an internal connection 

between the moral notion of human dignity and the legal conception of human rights" so it is necessary to build societies based "within the framework of respect and a broad moral norm in which between the moral notion of human dignity and the legal conception of human rights" so it is necessary to build societies based "within the framework of respect and a broad moral norm in which 

any discriminatory position is eradicated".

The entity emphasized the relevance of the development of a regulation that includes the protection of all human rights of migrants and, in particular, the full exercise of a fundamental right: religious 

freedom.
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Geneva, October 13, 2017. 

The sixth thematic meeting to advance the elaboration of the Global Migration Pact held in Geneva from October 12 to 13, focused on the evaluation of measures to reduce irregular migration, 

the promotion of decent work and labor mobility, as well as the recognition of skills, qualities and qualifications of migrants to improve labor mobility.

Important initiatives and recommendations for the improvement of immigrant conditions (with irregular as well as regular status) were presented, highlighting among others the need to develop:

- research reports on the operation of human trafficking in order to develop intervention measures,

- models to improve the capacity of border agents,- models to improve the capacity of border agents,

- Policies that are not uprooted from the reality in which migrants live,

- flexible immigration systems that allow the granting of employment visas without the sponsorship of employers,

- recognition not only of qualifications, skills and technical skills but also of interpersonal skills,

- policies prohibiting hiring fees,

- passports of skills and competences, and

- Legal assistance for migrants to report abuses.

  

Most of the states present at the convention focused on the existence of bilateral or regional agreements to encourage labor migration, particularly in the agricultural sector, and in access to 

education. It should be noted, however, that there is a lack of necessary measures and examples that guarantee the decent work of vulnerable groups such as children and women. 
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The Director of the International Center for Migration Research, Ms. Jenna Hennebry spoke in this last aspect, "policies suffer from a gender blindness, approximately 50% of labor migrants are 

women who can often be exposed to exploitation. and the abuse by the control of their employers, and the bilateral agreements are not the only solution. "

In turn, the Coordinator of the Migration and Asylum Program of the Center for Human Rights of the National University of Lanús, Professor Pablo Ceriani Cernadas, called attention to remind 

interested parties that bilateral measures and the majorityinterested parties that bilateral measures and the majority The recommendations presented during the convention are minimum measures that have been established in the international labor 

migration treaty.

For its part, the AMI was pronounced to recommend the inclusion not only of children and women, but also of the elderly and people with disabilities in the framework of the Global Migration Pact to 

reduce the possible exploitation risks that these groups of migrants may face.
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Geneva, August 21st , 2017

On August 21st it took place the commemoration of the World Day of Humanitarian Assistance in Geneva; The Association Miraisme ® International was part of this meeting organized by the 

International Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC), Doctors Without Borders (DWB), the United Nations Office for the Coordination of Humanitarian Affairs (OCHA), and the United Nations Office 

of Geneva (UNOG).

Every year on August 19th, the World Humanitarian Day is commemorated on the anniversary of the 2003 attacks of the United Nations headquarters in Baghdad in which 32 humanitarian 

assistance workers lost their lives.assistance workers lost their lives. The commemoration is to pay tribute to workers who have risked and lost their lives during the humanitarian assistance and at the same time, promote the 

defence of the vulnerable populations, hospitals, humanitarian and health workers who continue to be the target of terrorist attacks around the world. In the course of the last year alone, 

418 people lost their lives in attacks on the health sector.

 

During the commemoration the Sergio Vieria de Mello award was dedicated to Dr. Rebecca Dali for her help in the reintegration into society of kidnapped and orphan women from the militants 

of the Boko Haram armed group in Nigeria.of the Boko Haram armed group in Nigeria. The award was given every two years to recognized courage and humanitarian work. In the word of Dr. Dali, "although I have also been a victim of the 

conflict, this award motivates to continue forward in the fight to help society". 
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On Wednesday 6th September 2017, the European Platform against the Religious Intolerance and Discrimination (EPRID) and the Vietnamese Committee of Human Rights (VCHR), 

in collaboration with the office of the representative Ramón Tremosa i Balcells, organized a conference on "Religion, Human Rights" at the European Parliament. 

Among the speakers there was Dr. Brian Grim, President of the Religious Freedom & Business Foundation (USA); Dr. Ján Figel', Special envoy for the Promotion and Protection of Religious or 

Beliefs Freedom outside of the EU;Beliefs Freedom outside of the EU; Amarjit Singh, partner of Ernst & Young LLP (UK); Michael Wakelin, Faculty of Divinity, University of Cambridge, and Merete Bilde from the European Service 

of External Action.

The conference was presided by the eurodeputy Ramón Tremosa i Balcells, moderated by Penélope Faulkner, member of the Coordinator Council of EPRID and Vice president of the VCHR, 

and it counted with the wide diversity of representatives, diplomatic personnel, functionaries of the EU institutions, defenders of human rights from the EU and Asia.  

During the conference the diDuring the conference the different speakers; shared their point of view and their own testimony of how to manage the religion, the businesses and the human rights in their organizations and in 

daily life. Some of them highlighted that: "Faith can be mixed with businesses without problems". Also, that: "Faith is important for the companies, is the bond of the people in an organization and 

is the success of their companies". Likewise, some of them underlined that: "It is necessary to create spaces for the inclusion within the organizations where, the rules of tolerance for every person 

are maintained, respected and valued", "The fact of having the confidence and the power to speak with liberty and respect for each employee's religion without the fear of being dismissed". are maintained, respected and valued", "The fact of having the confidence and the power to speak with liberty and respect for each employee's religion without the fear of being dismissed". 

Lastly, they emphasized on treating people in an integral way and in that sense, to include the beliefs as inherent part of the personality. Thus, proposing a greater comprehension among individuals:  

"If we don't understand religion, how people can then be understood"

7





On June 22 and 23, the Association Miraisme International participated in the meeting of the OSCE - The Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe held in Vienna on Freedom 

of Religion or Belief: Issues, Opportunities and Specific Challenges to Combat Antisemitism and the Intolerance and Discrimination against Christians, Muslims and Members of Other Religions.

Our intervention focused on the connection between freedom of religion and human dignity, also highlighting the role of freedom of religion in the construction of individual and collective identity. 

The importance of a society based on respect and a broad moral norm.

Our recommendations were focused on:

-- The harmonious exercise of freedom of religion in its relationship with the rest of rights and freedoms to avoid negative stereotypes, stigmatization and hate dialectics.

- Awareness of all social actors and their responsibility in the image they consolidate of the other, especially the media.

- Formulas to eradicate new forms of discrimination or exclusion against ethnic or religious minorities.

- Education about religions and their role of religions in society. Understand to respect. Know to mitigate violent extremism.

Some aspects that will form part of the conclusions and recommendations are to inform society about the religious realitSome aspects that will form part of the conclusions and recommendations are to inform society about the religious reality, the neutral role of the State, strengthen religious dialogue and the 

involvement of young people and women to promote freedom of religion or belief.

Official website: http://www.osce.org/odihr/shdm_1_2017
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On September 12th and 13th, thanks to the organization of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Worship and the General Administration of Migration and Foreigners, with the collaboration of the 

General Secretariat of the Organization of American States (OAS) and the International Organization for Migration (IOM) was held in San Jose, Costa Rica, the "High Level Forum on the Flows 

of Migrants in an Irregular Migration Situation in the Americas".t

The meeting brought together in San Jose, Costa Rica, representatives of 19 countries that participated in the renowned Forum, a meeting that was held on the initiative of Costa Rica, 

following the publication that the OAS gave last March, of the Regional Report on Migrants in Irregular Immigration Situation.following the publication that the OAS gave last March, of the Regional Report on Migrants in Irregular Immigration Situation.

From this document, which emerged following the request made by Costa Rica by the Chancellor of the Republic, Manuel A. González Sanz, in May 2016, on the occasion of the regional 

migration crisis of 2015-2016; it is deduced, among other data, that the United States is the destination of 5 out of every 6 of the migrants of the Americas. In addition, it reveals that with respect 

to 2013, between 2014 and 2015 the number of asylum applications was doubled; The largest increases in Latin America are recorded in Brazil, Costa Rica, Mexico, Panama and Argentina.

Within the framework of the 2030Within the framework of the 2030 Agenda, the Goal 10.7 calls so as to facilitate migration in an orderly, safe and responsible manner through the implementation of adequate migration policies. 

In addition, fundamental issues for the analysis of several causes of migratory flows, such as poverty, education, inequality and mitigation of the effects of climate change. 

The States must, therefore, renew commitments with the fulfilment of the Sustainable Development Goals.Migrant people are individuals with rights that, due to their condition of great vulnerability, 

require special protection by States.require special protection by States. This constitutes a first step for the integral approach of migration from a more human perspective, which promotes respect for migrants and their families.

 

The countries of the continent have good experiences in terms of tools and protocols for prevention, assistance, management and reintegration of migrants. It is urgent to improve and expand 

cooperation, exchange and harmonization of such practices.
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On September 19, 2016, at the General Assembly of the United Nations in New York, heads of State and Government met to discuss issues related to migration and refugees. This was an 

important recognition, that migration and refugee issues have become a major topic on the international agenda. Through the adoption of the New York Declaration for Refugees and Migrants, 

the 193-member countries of the UN recognized the need for an integral approach to human mobility and strengthened cooperation at the global level through the creation of mechanisms 

that protect migrant populations.that protect migrant populations. The Declaration of New York, in its Annex II, initiated an intergovernmental consultation and negotiation process with the objective of adopting a global Agreement 

for a safe, regular and orderly migration, within the framework of an intergovernmental conference on international migration to be held in 2018.

Among the migratory trends analysed by the Forum:

The need to identify and provide special protection to accompanied and unaccompanied minors, seniors, women, people with disabilities and LGBTI.

Promote the principle of family reunification, and the positioning of the concept of migrant family.

Strengthening of consular networks for the protection of migrant populations, access to eStrengthening of consular networks for the protection of migrant populations, access to effective justice and the right to the required process.

The migration associated with climate change must be incorporated into the Global Agreement for Migration. Criteria should be considered for the identification of people displaced by disasters, 

the use of regular categories of migration for this population, as well as temporary protection measures.

Gloria Rodriguez

FOOT PHOTO (Main Hall of the High Level Forum on Irregular Migration in the Americans, in which representatives of the majority of OAS member states participated.)
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The Association Miraisme® International participated in the construction of the Global Agreement for safe, orderly and regular migration, attending the III Thematic Session that takes place in 

Geneva on June 19-20, which addresses issues related to international cooperation and governance of the migration in all its dimensions, including borders, transit, entry, return, readmission, 

integration and reintegration.

Our contribution includes recommendations on global migration, governance and other important factors that contribute to a sage, orderly and regular migration, placing emphasis on mechanisms 

for the strengthening of international cooperation and the processes of reintegration of migrants, with policies from a macro-social and systemic perspective, with a gender focus and keeping for the strengthening of international cooperation and the processes of reintegration of migrants, with policies from a macro-social and systemic perspective, with a gender focus and keeping 

in mind the children as the most vulnerable group of migratory movements. 

The contribution made by the association during the 1st thematic session, on the dimension of freedom of religion in the migratory movements, obtained the formal recognition of the co-facilitating 

countries, by a congratulation letter and joining the official documents from the which the Global Agreement on Migration will be drafted. It is expected to be adopted at the General Assembly of the 

United Nations to held in NewUnited Nations to held in New York in September next year. 

The AMI affirmed in this third session that one of the main problems when talking about return is the so called "re-migration" or "migration-rebound". When the country of origin does not offer 

opportunities, a true reintegration can not be carried out and this leads the returnees to make the decision to embark on another migration. States must avoid the application of return policies 

that encourage re-emigration and implement mechanisms that promote the sustainable return of migrants. In this sense, systemic public policies are needed that work from a macro-social 

perspective and focus on the collective improvement of the returnees. perspective and focus on the collective improvement of the returnees. 

Human dignity plays a specific role in good governance practices that provide welfare and a dignified life to its citizens. Therefore, it is necessary a careful consideration of human dignity, placing 

the dignity of the person in the centre of attention, as a fundamental principle in the design of return migration policies. 

The governance of migration represents a challenge for the international community and at present it seems as fragmented and disconnected, with a series of formal and informal institutions 

operating in dioperating in different levels and scenarios. The Global Agreement can become the articulating element that allows the development of more cohesive governance models as expressed by 

the Association Miraisme in the III Thematic Session for the construction of the agreement. 
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Geneva, November 6-10, 2017. The Association Miraisme International was present during the Geneva Peace Week on November 6-10. During the event, the construction of peace in Colombia 

had a special focus within some of the discussions.

Undoubtedly, the concern of the different organizations, institutions and international organizations participating in this event, and of course, of the different groups representing civil society, is to 

generate awareness and culture of peace among the members of the society and the processes to create alarm systems that prevent future outbreaks of violence and insecurity within its territory, 

but also the call for civil society as an indispensable means for the consolidation of strategies that avoid them.but also the call for civil society as an indispensable means for the consolidation of strategies that avoid them.

One of the interventions that caused great impact due to its development was that of the Executive Director of the Global Partnership for the Prevention of Armed Conflict (GPPAC), Mr. Darynell 

Rodríguez Torres, in his speech explained the need for social transformation in Colombia to move from a culture of violence to peace through dialogues with civil society and the populations most 

affected by violence. Through these intergenerational dialogues, young people are empowered to take initiatives in local communities and at the same time allow learning by older generations.

In turn, the United Nations Food andIn turn, the United Nations Food and Agriculture Organization in partnership with the European Union and the Colombian government presented projects on food safetyand agriculture in Colombia 

to help build the lasting peace in the country and achieve the Sustainable development goals. Among the presented projects are education activities, construction of institutional capacity in remote 

areas, monetary aid for student victims of paramilitarism, and initiatives for the creation of microenterprises and cooperatives.

Throughout the peace week, several conclusions can be obtained, one of them is the integration in the democratic mechanisms, the participation of the civil society in the formation of citizen Throughout the peace week, several conclusions can be obtained, one of them is the integration in the democratic mechanisms, the participation of the civil society in the formation of citizen 

overseers, peaceful managers and social leaders that contribute to the consolidation of a rural peace as well as a urban.

For civil society organizations, the work continues, the empowerment of women and men strengthened by knowledge brings coexistence with respect. 
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The Permanent Council of the OAS approved the entry of the AMI into its Registry of Civil Society Organizations at its meeting held on April 5. Since 1999, the organization of American 

States (OAS) has created spaces for the participation of civil society in its activities. Resolution CP / RES. 759 "Guidelines for the Participation of Civil Society Organizations in OAS Activities" 

institionalizes and provides for the participation of civil society in the political bodies of the OAS. 

Since 2015 the AMI has Consultative Status with ECOSOC and is integrated into a new international scenario to continue focusing on the defense and promotion of human rights, convenience 

with respect and the construction of peace. In this case, joining the civil society registry of the OAS implies that thewith respect and the construction of peace. In this case, joining the civil society registry of the OAS implies that the AMI may participate in the public meetings of the Permanent Council, 

the Inter-American Council for Integral Development (CIDI) and its subsidiary bodies, making contributions through written documents, related to the theme of the meeting of the Permanent Council 

and CIDI. They may also make a presentation at the beginning of the deliberations with prior permission and many other mechanisms for interaction with the OAS and its dependencies.

This positioning of theThis positioning of the AMI, promotes the promotion of Miraismo® at an international level and constitutes another reason to advance in the research and programmatic development of the entity 

in the different topics of debate and interest of the international community.

see document

For more information: http://www.oas.org/es/sre/dai/sociedad_civil/registro.shtml
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The integration of the gender perspective within the framework of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was the focus of the meetings of the Human Rights Council on September 15 in 

Geneva.

The AMI was part of these important discussions aimed at achieving progress in gender equality and the empowerment of women and girls around the world.

During the session, Mr. Roland Chauville, Executive Director of the Universal Periodic Review (UPR) Info, recommended the development of disaggregated or specific indicators to monitor progress 

in the protection of women's rights.

At the same time, a general call was made to allow women to lead national debates in this regard and foster a better gender equality within the United Nations Organization itself.At the same time, a general call was made to allow women to lead national debates in this regard and foster a better gender equality within the United Nations Organization itself.

The focus on the rights of women and girls was also part of the discussions organized by the Center for the Reproductive Rights and Women's International League for Peace and Freedom (WILPF), 

where the AMI was present.

Rapid access to health services, psychosocial and judicial services for women and girls is essential in conflict situations. However, it is vital to ensure that these services are accessible in post-conflict 

situations, particularly for women and girls in rural areas.
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Geneva, November 25, 2017. The seminar entitled Making use of the Sustainable Development Goals (SDG) 16: "Justice and peace" for the Implove the implementation of the SDG 5: 

Gender Equality, aimed to highlight aspects of gender inequality. The AMI was present during this important evento n November 25 in which the General Director of the United Nations Office 

in Geneva, Mr. Michael Møller, mentioned the importance of achieving gender equality and referred to the current problems around the world, where it is underlined:

-       Only 50% of women of working age are working compared to 77% of men, 

-    Women receive 23% less salary than men, 

-    Only 23% of national parliamentarians are women, -    Only 23% of national parliamentarians are women, 

-    Only 30% of researchers are women, 

-    Of the 500 largest companies in the US, only 21 are led by women

-    Today there are only 15 women heads of state 

-    More than 60 million girls are denied access to education, 

-    4 out of 5 victims of human trafficking are girls, moreover, women between 15-44 years of age around the world have a greater risk of rape and domestic violence than of suffering from cancer, 

traffic accidents, war or malaria. 

In the context of vulnerabilitIn the context of vulnerability, the Depudy High Commissioner of the United Nations, Ms. Kate Gilmore, referred to child marriage as "a problem of paedophilia disguised as marriage and tradition" 

and called for changing the current rhetoric to end with this abuse. 
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In this year, the Commission for Social Development has focused its attention on short and medium term strategies that improve the quality of life of people with disabilities.

In the forum on February 6, called "Poverty and Disability", the Association Miraisme International intervened, showing the correlation between the disastrous consequences 

of poverty and disability.

During the meeting, it is affirmed that some governments are lagging behind in the implementation of policies that facilitate greater inclusion for people with disabilities. These shortcomings 

in the regulations can be alarming, especially when 15% of the world population, that is, more than a billion people in the world suin the regulations can be alarming, especially when 15% of the world population, that is, more than a billion people in the world suffer from some kind of disability.

In Latin America, more than 80 million people have some type of disability, only between 20% and 30% are in school, 80% are poor, between 80 and 90% are unemployed and those 

who have jobs are poorly paid.

This is an opportunity to advance in the visibility of this community and its needs and establish the appropriate mechanisms to look after this vulnerable population, having the necessary means 

to be included in the community and making disability an opportunity.

This was mentioned by DThis was mentioned by Dr. Carlos Alberto Baena, ex - senator of the Republic of Colombia in his speech as representative of the Association Miraisme International, showing the work carried 

out by the María Luisa de Moreno International Foundation in its different programs that have been directed not only to provide people with disabilities with the necessary tools for their daily lives 

but also to include them in the different spheres of our society, making their many qualities and capacities to be taken into account. In this way, the Foundation guarantees that the conditions 

of poverty of this group is reduced and that they have higher work and professional expectations.

TheThe AMI believes that it is not possible to speak of sustainable development goals in view of the 2030 goals without integrating people with disabilities, especially if we consider that 4 of 

the 17 sustainable development goals are related to people with disabilities. and the much-mentioned slogan "Do not leave anyone behind"

"People with disabilities do not have to adapt to our environment, our environment must be adapted to them."
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